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Progress on Integrated Water Resources
Management - 2021 Update

Description / Abstract

This report presents the global status on IWRM and acceleration needs to achieve target 6.5 by 2030,
based on the latest data on indicator 6.5.1.

Three key points:

¢ Globally, the rate of implementation of IWRM urgently needs to double.

e Real and rapid progress is possible. Unfortunately, 107 countries are not making sufficient
progress to achieve SDG target 6.5. However, in some countries there are clear signs of
progress. For example, between 2017 and 2020, 52 countries made moderate progress (though
this still needs to accelerate), and 22 countries made substantial progress. The 44 countries
that are close to the target need to sustain their efforts, since achieving and maintaining the
objectives of sustainable water resources management is an ongoing process.

e Business as usual is not an option. The global call for IWRM implementation was formalized in
1992. Almost 30 years later, 87 countries (47 per cent) still report “low” or “medium-low” levels
of IWRM implementation.
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